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Winthrop has a plan to stop bullying before 
it starts!   This Bullying Prevention Program 
is for fith graders that are int erested in 
helping to stop bullying. This program was 
set up so that we can stop bullying before it 
starts.   In an introduction we will be telling 
the Winthrop first graders about the 3 main 
types of bullying. The three ma in types are 
physical, verbal,  and exclusion.   After that 
we will perform a play which will show the 
different kinds of bullying acted out in 
skits.   These skits will show how to deal with 
situations with these types of bullying. This 
will be presented to the first graders on 
April 5th and we hope they enjoy it. We are 
really looking forward to this introduction to 
bullying and showing how bullying can be 
serious and that yo u should not do it. We 
want to  help Winthrop to be a bully free 
school. 
 

April 2010  

More inside! 

Walk away and ignore the bully 
Avoid places where bullying happens. 
Tell an adult or guardian. 
Remind yourself that the bully has 
the problem, NOT you! 
Stay with a pack or group.
Act confident with your head held 
high.     
Answer the bully in a calm way 
DonÕt let the bully see that youÕre 
upset 

 

Tips If YouÕre  Being 
Bullied, by Martha Rand  

April 2010
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An Interview with 
Superintendent of Schools  
Rick Korb by Emma Dawson  

 
Q. If there are some, what are examples of 
new materials/education related items you  
are thinking about using at Winthrop? 
A.   I have been working for a while and I 
think a good choice would be technology. 
The school committee is working on getting 
the newest version of computers to use in 
class. Also some classrooms have received 
projectors. Before any equipment is decided 
I must get permission from Mrs. McAdams. 
Q.   How long have you been working as the 
school Superintendent??? 
A.   I have been working as Superintendent 
for 12 years. Since 1998 and I am so happy 
that I have my job! 
Q.  As a child did you have a favorite 
subject? 
A.   Yes! My favorite subject was history 
because you get to learn what happene d in 
the past and that might help you find out 
about the future. I love it so much that I 
taught History in college.  
Q.   What is your opinion about Ipswich 
school lunches?? 
A.    I think that Ipswich school lunches have 
improved in the last few years. We  have 
gotten rid of all the fatty and fried food.   
Q.   How often do you observe our teachers 
teaching? 
A.   I try to come into classrooms every 
day. Over the past few years I have been to 
all the classrooms in all the Ipswich public 
schools at least once! 
Q. Are you on a lot of councils? 
A.  Actually I am on a lot of Committees. I am 
on The Public Safety, Emergency 
Management, Policy Sub Committee and I 
work with the Rotary Club.   
Q.  Was there a process you had to go 
through to get your job? 
A. Yes. I noticed an advertisement for a 
superintendent. Immediately I applied and 
after 2 months and three different 
interviews I got the job and to this day I 
donÕtÕ regret it. 
 

WeÕve been having some problems with the 
new playground equipment. WeÕve had some 
injuries and some kids not following the 
rules.  Kids have been going on the ice in the 
winter and falling and slipping.  The carousel 
was missing a bolt but now itÕs been fixed. In 
the winter kids were slipping on the ice 
around the carousel and few  kids got their 
feet stuck underneath it.  A few hit their 
heads on the metal part of the carousel. 
Some people fell off.  Here are some rules to 
prevent these kinds of accidents from 
happening in the future.  

1. Hold on with two hands at all times 
when using the carousel 

2. Always stand when using the carousel 
3. Only ten students can use the carousel 

at a time. 
4. Be careful when getting off not to fall 

or fall on someone 
5. Stand back if youÕre in line.  

 
We spoke to Mrs. McAdams about this and 
she gave us some solutio ns that sheÕs 
thinking about such as getting a governor, 
which is a device that only lets you go so fast 
on the carousel.  She is thinking about 
painting numbers one, two, three, four, five, 
six, seven, eight, nine, and ten on the wood 
boarder next to the carousel. And finally we 
were going to spray paint the area that the 
runners should stay in and the people in line 
should stay away from. We hope these 
problems will not happen again.  
 

Carousel Caution  
by Brian Curley and Hunter 
Goodwin 

problems will not happen again . 
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Once again the hockey east regional finals have come 
around the corner. The quarter- finals were the 

Vermont Catamounts vs. the BC Eagles. The Eagles won three to zero with John Muse (BCÕs 
goalie) having thirty saves. John Muse is a very good goalie and I think it would be a 
pleasure to have him on my team. 
The other quarter- final was BU Terriers vs. Maine Black Bears. The Back Bears won that 
match five to two.  Maine had too many shots on net and chances are if you keep shooting 
eventually a shot will go in. 
  
On March 20 the Black Bears and the Eagles met and after three periods of hockey there 
was still no winner, the game was tied five to five. The game went into over-time. In OT BC 
managed to put the puck under the goalieÕs pads and win. 
  

Hockey East Update  
by Jackson Filosa 

  

Ballroom Dancing by Chloe Lindahl  
When the 5 th  graders started ballroom dancing we ÒthoughtÓ it was going to be pure torture. 
But after the first dance it started to get fun.   It also helped that we had a ÒhilariousÓ 
teacher named M r. Monk. First, he taught us the Meringue then the Waltz, Electric Slide, 
Tango, Swing and finally the Fox Trot.  I have gathered some other opinions to. 
 5th  grader Maia Sprouse: Ò It is better than I thought it would be because Mr. Monk is so 
funny.Ó 
5 th  grader Nora Hughes: ÒIt is fun. Mr. Monk is funny however it is awkward sometimes.Ó 
8 th  grader Meghan Lindahl: ÒWe were the second class to have ballroom dancing. So were 
did not have many opinions from older kids. It was definitely worth it.Ó 
5 th  grader Claire Dufort: ÒI was scared at first but Mr. Monk is hilarious.Ó 
  
The 5 th  graders ballroom dancing gala was March 
30th. But it didnÕt end there!  On April 6th h we had a 
DANCING WITH THE STARS fundraiser. 4 th  and 
5 th grade parents got to come and learn a few dances 
from Mr. Monk and the kids got to judge them! The 
money raised goes to next yearÕs ballroom dancing 

 definitely worth it.Ó
Mr . Monk  is hi lari ous.Ó

a 

es 

Vermont Catamounts vs. the BC Ea
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TRAVEL TO  
COSTA RICA  by Ellis  Roesler 
 
The most recent place that IÕve traveled to 
would be Cabuya, Costa Rica. 
Despite its small size, this small town is 
packed with adventure. For two and a half 
weeks my family and I put up with 3 inch 
long beetles, hermit crabs on the kitchen 
floor, a foot long rat that had a s pecial love 
for our soap and avocados, mosquitoes, 
tarantulas, other spiders, jellyfish, crabs, 
and bats that lived in my room! When 
avoiding all of those animals, Costa Rica has 
many pleasurable experiences. My family 
and I took a 6 !  hour hike at a wildl ife 
sanctuary. We went zip -lining over rivers 
and jungles, played with baby howler 
monkeys, swam in the wonderful oceans, 
played in the deep pools at the big river not 
far from our house and enjoyed ourselves. 
The bigger howler monkeys that lived in the 
tr ees in our backyard served as our alarm 
clock and we were up at 6:00 every morning. 
For a day, we took a boat to an island in the 
middle of the ocean. (Very fun, I know!) The 
day was full of snorkeling (WE SAW NEMO 
AND DORY!) After snorkeling, we went back 
to the main beach, and had a lunch of grilled 
fish and fresh fruit.  
There is always something fun to do in Costa 
Rica, like taking ÒMonkey WalksÓ 
early in the morning looking for 
monkeys playing in the trees.  

Skiing at Pats Peak 
by Jackson Filosa 

 Pats Peak is located in Henniker, New 
Hampshire. It is one of my favorite 
mountains to ski on. My favorite trail 
on the mountain is Duster. It is an 
intermediate trail. I like it because it 
has lots of snow. The hardest trail on 
the mountain is probably Hurricane. It 
has moguls plus it is ver y, very steep. 
If you are a beginner I recommend you 
ski Puff, Whisper, Breeze or Blast. The 
intermediate trails are East Wind, 
Duster and Downdraft. The more 
advanced ones my brother likes to do 
are Cyclone, Night Slope and Twister. 
The WICKED hard trails are Tornado, 
Hurricane and Vortex. 
  
Pats Peak is about an hour and a half 
from Ipswich, but it is totally worth the 
drive. Pats Peak has a very good 
terrain park, but if youÕre not careful 
you could get hurt. Pats PeakÕs base 
has a pretty good restaurant , so if you 
get tired you can just go in and get 
something to eat. If you want to get 
better you can get a lesson, private or 
with a group. 
  
Pats Peak is cheap compared to other 
mountains like Stowe. It costs  $46 for 
a kid and $54 for an adult on 
weekends, but as I said before about 
the car ride, itÕs totally worth it. If you 
donÕt have skis you donÕt have to 
worry because you can rent them. Pats 
Peak also has one-hundred percent 
snowmaking. Pats Peak is a very fun 
mountain.  

Skiin g at Pa t s Peakkkkkkkkkk
by Jack son Filosa

Pats Peak is located in  Henniker, N ew

We also saw children riding on their dadÕs motorcycles 
with backpacks on their backs to school. The kids 
there go to school at 7:00 in the morning. But it all 
pays off because they get out of school at 1:30. ItÕs fun 
bringing back Costa Rican money as a souvenir to 
show your friends. The bad part is,  when searching 

for American money in your pockets or in your piggy 
bank at home, all you find is Costa Rican money which you canÕt use in the United States. 
Aside from the rats and the crabs and beetles, Costa Rica is fun for all! (If you do go, I hope 
you find it as enjoyable as I did!)  

monkeys playing in the trees. 

We
wi

for Am
bank at home all you find is Costa Rica
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The Clam Jr.  
(AKA Elizabeth  Patrick)  
 
So many teachers are having babies! 
Miss Fab just recently had a very cute 
baby named Matteo. 
Mrs Palance filled in for her while she 
was out on maternity leave. Miss 
Lopez Ryan had a baby girl earlier in 
the year, named Eleanor. Will she 
return this year? Miss Swensen has 
been filling in for her.  
Mrs. Lacolla is going to have a baby 
soon. Mrs. McCarthy and Mrs. Hoff 
will be teaching her class for the rest 
of the year.   
Mrs. Fay adopted a baby boy named 
Elijah this Fall. Mrs. Hoff and Mrs. M 
helped fill in while she was taking 
care of her new baby.  Mrs. Archung 
has been home with Hazel and Etta.  
 
The ACE scoop! 
Superfoods for Super Kids is one of 
the ACE programs! The kids are 
enjoying this program because they 
say they like cooking!   The kids in 
the Learning How To Fly Fish class 
say it is lots of fun. 
The Clay Oven kids said that  
They signed up for this program 
because they like making things out 
of mud from the river and they like 
being with their friends. 
 

Snorkeling in 
Aruba   
by Emma Dawson  
On a vacation to 
Aruba, I went 
snorkeling. I had a 
superb time. There 
would be two stops.  The first stop 
was Catalina Bay and the second stop 
was the famous Antilla shipwreck. I 
boarded the boat and after I got my 
gear on I was ready to dive in. The 
fish were extremely colorful! After a 
little while more boat riding we were 
at the Antilla Wreck.  I went in and 
put my head down. Yellow fish, green 
seaweed and whatÕs that? It was the 
amazing wreck. So awesome! That 
trip was one of the best  thing I have 
ever done it was so interesting and I 
would definitely get a good sleep that 
night!  
 

The CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCllll am Jr.
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Cal en d ar  of  
Ev en t s 
Compiled by Martha Rand 

April 
5thÐDancing With The Stars 
Fundraiser  
14 th - AuthorÕs Night 
15th - School Assembly: Stories 
from Africa 
27thÐGrade Three Show 
19th and 30th- School Store 

May 
4th- Grade Four Concert 
5th- Grade Five Freedom Trail 
Field Trip 
19 th - Art show 6:30-8:00pm 
28 th -  Memorial Day Assembly 

June 
4 th - Ice Cream Social 
8 th -  Grade Five Show 
9 th - Field Day 
10 th - Grade Five Move Up Day 
14 th - Variety Show 
15 th - Crane Beach Day 
18 th - SCHOOL'S OUT!!!!!!! 
 

SUMMER FUN   
by Nicholas Roesler 
 
There are plenty of camps to go to this 
summer. There is Adventure Daze, which is 
held at the Doyon School from July 26-30 th . 
It is run by Mr. Woodworth. Ages 6-12 are 
able to participate. 9:00 AM Ðnoon is when it 
starts and ends. Who ever wishes to join, have 
fun! 
 
Sad news. There is no Music Makers this year 
because Mrs. Natti is retiring!  
 
There is another camp called Ipswich Outdoor 
Adventures run by Mr. Archung. There will 
be three sessions and will run from 9am to 
3pm. Session 1 is June 28 th  Ð July 2 nd  and 
Session 2 is July 12 th  Ð July 16 th  and for 4 th , 
5 th , and 6 th  graders. Sessions 1 & 2 will do 
stuff like hiking , kayaking , and canoeing. 
Session 3 is from July 19 th - July 23 rd , but 
only for 6 th  & 7 th  graders. Session 3 will do 
stuff like rock climbing, camping, hiking and 
kayaking. 
 
And also donÕt forget about the camp at the 
Crane Estate call ed Summer Quest! ItÕs a bit 
like Outdoor Adventures but for kids in 
grades 3rd to 8th. Campers will explore the 
Òfields, forests and rooftopsÓ of the Crane 
Estate.  
 
YouÕre lucky to live in a town that has so 
many places to go and things to do!  I love 
sum mer and all that natural beauty of 
Ipswich. I hope it stays this way! 

The younger kids are enjoying the 
Mapping Your Imagination program  

Because they like to color in maps and 
also be with their friends. 
 
New Faces! 
In the last few weeks there are many 
new kids around The Winthrop School 
who have arrived during the school year. 
We have welcomed: 
4 new kindergartners 
3 new first graders 
1 new second grader 
1 new third grader 
2 new fourth graders 

666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666
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Dear Cliza, 
My friend is talking about me 
behind my back. What should  
I do?                                                                          
 
You should talk to her/him 
because they might feel insecure 
or jealous.  If not, your friendship 
might not be the same as it used to 
be. And if you feel really strongly 
about this, he or she probably isnÕt 
your friend. Also tell them theyÕre 
hurting your feelings and to stop. 

JUST ASK CLIZA! ADVICE YOU CAN USE! 

e 

o 

t 
e 

A DVICE YOU CAN USE!

Dear Cliza ,  

My brother screamed. I hit 
him. IÕm in trouble. Oh no. 
  
Talk to your brother and 
whoever disciplined you. If they 
say your still in trouble, show 
some reasons why you shouldnÕt 
be. If they really say no, donÕt 
keep asking. Next time keep 
your hands to yourself and you 
wonÕt get in trouble. Next time 
also tell the person who 
disciplined you that your 
brother is bothering  you. ItÕs 
still never a good idea to hit. 

Dear Cliza, 
My roomÕs really messy and I canÕt 
organize it! Help, my momÕs mad.  
 
Try to get labeled bins. Also, you can 
ask your mom to help you sort your 
clothes into different piles: shirts, 
pants, socks, etc. If this doesnÕt work, 
ask some friends or family who are 
organized what they do to stay 
organized.  

Dear Cliza, I love to dance, but my mom wonÕt let me go.  
Ask your mom why you canÕt go to dance lessons. If you donÕt have 
enough money ask her if you can babysit or do somet hing else to make 
money. If you donÕt have enough time, offer to cut an activity from your 
schedule. You can also go online and take an online  class or just dance at 
your house to some music. 

EditorÕs Note: Just Ask Cliza letters were submitted by Winthrop students and advice was dispensed by the 
dynamic duo of Claudia Bauman and Eliza Jane Holtz 
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The Winthrop Gazette 
Staff Picks and Must Read Books For 
Every Student! 

Check Them OUT! 

My Top 10 Favorite Books in First Grade!  
By Ellis Roesler 
 
First grade is like the middle point between easy 
books and chapter books. You still like books with 
pictures, and you like a little bit of a challenge. Here 
are some of MY favorites! 
 
1. The Kissing Hand By Audrey Penn 
2. Chrysanthemum By Kevin Henkes 
3. Today I feel Silly, By Jamie Lee Curtis 
4. Olivia, By Ian Falconer 
5. One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish By Dr. 
Seuss 
6. LillyÕs Purple Plastic Purse, by Kevin Henkes 
7. Owen, By Kevin Henkes 
8. The Grinch that Stole Christmas, By Dr. Seuss 
9. Alice in Wonderland, (so many authors write the 
story, you get to decide which version) 
10. If you Give a pig a Pancake, By Laura Joffe 
Numeroff 

Top 10 Series for 2 nd  graders!  
By Claire Dufort
  
 1. Junie B. Jones  by Barbara Park 
 2. Frog & Toad by Arnold Lobel 
 3. Henry & Mudge by Cynthia Rylant 
 4. Magic Tree House  by Mary Pope 

Osbourne 
 5. The Secrets of Droon by Tony Abbott 
 6. The Zack Files by Dan Greenburg 
 7. The Bailey School Kids by Marcia T. 

Jones 
 8. A to Z   Mysteries by Ron Roy 
 9. Geronimo Stilton by Geronimo Stilton 
 10. Captain Underpants by Dave Pilkey 
 

Top 10 books for 
Kindergarteners!  
By Ellis Roesler
 
I LOVED to read and be read to in 
Kindergarten, and I often found 
myself running out of good books 
to read! So here are some of MY 
favorites, in case you face the 
same dilemma as I did! 

 
1. If You Give a Mouse a 

Cookie, by Laura Joffe 
Numeroff 

2. The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar by Eric Carle 

3. Rainbow Fish by Marcus 
Pfister 

4. Where The Wild Things 
Are by Maurice Sendak 

5. Green Eggs and Ham by 
Dr. Seuss 

6. The Polar Express by Chris 
Van Allsburg 

7. Click, Clack, Moo! Cows 
That Type by Doreen 
Cronin 

8. No David! By David 
Shannon 

9. Little Critter books by 
Mercer Mayer 

10.  Curious  George, H.E  
Ray 
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5th  Grade Top t w el v e (we couldnÕt cut it to just ten!)  Book Choices  
by Chloe Lindahl 
  
It gets hard to find a book this late in the yearÉ.especially a good book, one that will get you 
hookedÉsomething thatÕs your style. So the 5 th  grade took a vote for the top 10 books for 
5 th  grade. Here are some of the best books of th is year.  If you havenÕt read them, make sure 
to try them out! 
1. Percy Jackson series- Rick Riordan 2. Secret garden- Frances Burnett 
3. Miracle on 49 th  Street- Mike Lupica 4. The Penderwicks series- Jeane Birdsall 
5. Crash- Jerry Spinelli    6. Fever- Laurie Halse Anderson 
7. Walk Two Moons - Sharon Creech  8. Riding Freedom- Pam Munoz Ryan 
9 .The Graveyard Book- ByNeil Gaiman  10.. Belle Teal- Mathew Marsh 
11.  Tangerine-  Edward Bloor   12. Scarlet Stockings- Charlotte Kandel 

4th  Grade Choices For Books  
by Claudia Bauman 
 
 

1. Harry Potter series 
2. Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
3. Ragweed series 
4. Percy Jackson series 
5. Hoot, Flush, Scat and Rules- 4 

great books by Carl Hiaasen 
6. The Spiderwick Chronicles 
7. Geronimo  Stilton series 
8. Magic Tree House Books 
9. Swindle 
10. The Mysterious Benedict Society 

Stand          A Short Story by Claire Dufort  
ÒGive it to me, NOW!Ó the dinosaur ordered between clenched teeth. Petrified, I slipped 
my hand into my pocket, searching for the money, but all I got was lint and a stray hair 
band.  I froze as she loomed over me, grinning like a maniac.  My mouth went dry. 
ÒIÉIÉI donÕt have it,Ó I softly stammered. I tightened my jaw as she grabbed me by the 
scruff of my neck and slammed my head against her hard, metal locker.  Everything went 
black. 
I woke in the nurseÕs office, groggy and pained. ÒCassie! CASSIE! CASSANDRA ROSE 
BROWN!Ó my teacher shouted. I gently touched the knot on my forehead and winced.  
ÒWho did this to you? Who? Who?Ó she said, distraught.  
ÒAnnie Rollins !Ó I wanted to scream! My lips formed an A, but I pondered over the 
consequences. ÒLook what youÕve done, twerp!Ó I could almost hear her growling. 
ÒI didnÕt eat much this morning,Ó I pitifully lied, ÒI think I fainted,Ó I dramatically rubbed 
my head.  
I hadnÕt even noticed my mother was there. 
ÒYou poor baby!Ó she squealed and rushed me home. 

Ten Great Books for 3 rd  Graders 
By Nicholas Roesler 
Well I know there are some 3 rd  
graders out there like me who are 
struggling to find a good book! So 
here are some suggestions for some great 
series to keep you busy this summer! 
(novels) 
1. Percy Jackson  
2. Harry Potter 
3. Seventh Tower  
4. Alex Rider  
5. Series of Unfortunate Events 
(graphic novels) 
6. Amulet  
7. Bone 
8. Super Diaper Baby 
9. Jellaby 
10. Alex Rider  
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The next morning, Annie and her ÒposseÓ clumped around me. ÒYou got it, midget? 
Cough it up! But IÕm glad you didnÕt rat on me for denting your little skull,Ó she 

chuckled, rapping my head. 
ÒYeah! Yeah! Consequences!!!!Ó her ÒposseÓ chorused. 
ÒNow back to the point. You got my money, carrot-top?Ó Annie demanded.  
I slapped 50$ into her meaty hand and looked away, trying not to stare into her slicing 
glare. 
ÒWhereÕs the other 50, punk?Ó she screeched. ThatÕs when I ran.  
Social Studies was nerve-racking, lunch was worse. 
I sat down, alone, and guess who sat down next to me? 
She pushed my face down into my hamburger surprise. I wanted to burst into tears, right 
there. ÒThe bet was 100 bucks, punk. I only got 50. Cough it up, or IÕll knock  you into 
tomorrow. Ó she sneered. I could almost hear the other 5 th  graders silently freaking out. 
I gathered up every last bit or courage and threw. 
ÒNo,Ó I said coldly.   
She whisked me off the ground hanging me by my collar. Her greasy blond hair and stale 
breath was almost unbearable.  
ÒWhat did you just say, midget?Ó she whispered, terrifyingly.  
ÒNo, Annie,Ó I stated firmly, trembling inside.  
Annie threw me towards the ground. I could feel my bones twist and sag. My knees just 
wouldnÕt stand, wobbly  and weak. Kids around me stared, appalled, furious, and ready. A 
wall of 5 th  graders roared around me, pulling Annie back, screaming, ÒGet off Cassandra! 
YouÕre not the boss! Stop! Annie continued on, grabbing me. I suddenly felt blood running 
out of my nose. Spots danced in front of my eyes.  
ÒQUIT IT GUYS!ÓI screeched.  
But Annie wouldnÕt stop. Pelting me with carrots, she crowed, ÒOoo! Look! The carrot top 
likes carrots!Ó  
Apparently, her ÒposseÓ thought this was the funniest thing they had ever heard. 
I was so frustrated I was pressing back tears.  
ÒCOOL IT, GUYS!Ó I bellowed.  
The cafeteria silenced.  
ÒStop! Annie,Ó I faced her, ÒYou have absolutely right to be doing this! I am my,Ó taking a 
deep breath, Òown person. You do NOT own me and I will NOT go on with this.Ó  
Everybody was dead silent. I glanced at Naomi Fuller for backup.  
ÒYeah!Ó Naomi seriously said, ÒYou canÕt take money from other kids. ItÕs just cruel.Ó  
Now that really set Annie off. She lunged at me, flames of fury boiling in her eyes. But I 
would not panic.  
ÒSomebody get Mrs. Gordop! NOW!Ó I yelled maybe a little more franticly then I would have 
planned.  
Josh bolted towards the door and kids grabbed Annie, trying to soften the blow. But she just 
plucked them off like fleas.  
Annie grabbed me by the neck. I felt my face bluing and I kicked my legs wildly.  
But thank god, there was Mrs. Gordop, this whole act of dangerous cruelty.  
 
Why couldnÕt IÕve done that 7 years ago? I thought lying on my bed, satisfied. But everything 
had worked out. Annie was expelled and I was safe.  
I was proud of myself. I had taken a stand even though I had 1000 pounds on my shoulders. 
I was so refreshed. Doing that, standing up to Annie, had made me a better person. It was 
easier then I had expected! I picked up a sheet up paper from my desk and wrote this down:  
 
All you have to do is stand.  
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Movie Reviews 

The Blind Side 
by Olivia Primack 
The Blind Side is a sad and happy movie. It is a heart - 
warming story. I would give it two thumbs up. If yo u did not 
see it in the movie theaters you should definitely see it in 
your house on DVD. The movie is about a kid named M ike, 
but everyone calls him ÒBig MikeÓ. He has no place to live and 
only one shirt and one pair of pants. A woman named  Leigh 
Anne Tuohy takes Big Mike into her house and gives him 
clothes, food and a room to sleep in and when he ge ts older, 
she buys him a car but he crashes into another car and he 
stops theÉ..airbag. I should stop there. I donÕt wa nt to give the 
whole thing away! This movie is best for parents an d kids ages 
9 and up because there are some gun- shots in it an d some foul 
language.  The acting is phenomenal. The movie was so good 
that Sandra Bullock, who played Leigh Anne Tuohy wo n an 
Academy Award.  

Percy Jackson and the 
Olympians: The 
Lightning Thief  

by Olivia Gabriel 
This was a great movie! It had adventure and a great plot.  It 
had a story line that was a mix of Greek mythology and 
todayÕs common life.  There are several differences between 
the book and the movie.  The movie cuts out a few important 
characters which cause there to be confusion because some of 

the characters they cut out become very important in future books.  Or so I heard.  
Two important characters that they cut wer e Ares, the God of War and his daughter 
Clarisse .  In the first book Ares was very important.   Percy actually defeated 
AresÉ..oops , I shouldnÕt say anything else if you havenÕt read the book.  By the way, 
they are fabulous books and it gives you a great feel to read a bo ok and then see the 
movie.  I know it gave me an extra little good feeling knowing a book I read was in the 
theaters.  And then to watch it was awesome. And after all it is a good book and movie 
but I would say that I liked the book better. I hope I have now encouraged you to go see 
the movie and read the book! 
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Poems  

Feeling Fine  
by Martha Rand 

Sailing in the summer, 
flowers in the spring,  
skiing in the winter  
with that gentle autumn 
breeze,  
  
Whatever the weather,  
season or time, I'm feeling,  
feeling  just fine. 
  
Feeling great, happy as a clam, 
whatever the circumstance  
I'm doing just grand.  
  
Hot cocoa in the winter,  
fruit punch in the spring,  
lemonade in the summer  
but fall brings apple cider  
  
Ooh, ooh, ooh 
Lolly, lolly, lollipop  
Yeah, yeah, yeah  
Come on now  
  
January, F ebruary & March 
brings so many fun activities  
April, May, June  
and  don't forget July 
brings summer fun  
birthdays and an anniversary 
August, September,  
October & November  
back to school & Thanksgiving 
Then comes December, the end 
of the year  
with all those  presents & the 
Christmas cheer!  
  
Whatever the weather,  
season or time, I'm feeling, 
feeling  just fine. 
 

Spring 
by Olivia Primack  

 
Hot air feels like the sun is on top of you. 

Flowers blooming so beautiful. 
Kids playing games 
outside at the park. 

Dogs running to get the ball. 
Families going to the beach 

Getting sand between their toes. 
Bring out the spring clothes 

Go bike riding 
All around Great Neck. 

All these activities 

Midnight Sky 
by Emma Dawson 
 
The ivory, pearl shaped moon shines down and 
grace fully brushes the hard ground below. The pale 
silhouettes of the stars sprinkle the sky. The sisters: 
Moon & Star give out a shimmer so enchanting, not 
eerie, not scary just lovely. Admirers from every living 
look up at the sky each night from across the world, just 
to watch the speckled and crescent shaped masterpieces 
emerge from their hiding places to work their magic. 
 
The exquisite black canvas is just waiting to be created 
into the most magnificent painting ever, the midnight 
sky. Everything glistens even the most darkest craters, 
the blackest of black holes and the monotonous, forever 
lasting ridges of the milky way. 
 
ItÕs exuberant , the treasures to discover in the Midnight 
sky. Just phenomenal in its own way.  
  
 


